
ENG

Page 1/2 © SIA

8, AVENUE ROLAND GARROS - BP 40 245
F-33698 MERIGNAC CEDEX

http://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr

AIC

A 10/08
FRANCE

PUB : MAY 01

SALES DEPARTMENT

☎ : 33 (0)5 57 92 56 68
Fax : 33 (0)5 57 92 56 69
✉ : sia-commercial

@aviation-civile.gouv.fr

TECHNICAL SERVICE

☎ : 33 (0)5 57 92 57 57
Fax : 33 (0)5 57 92 57 77
SFA : LFFAYNYX

Air users’ attention is drawn to the provisions resulting from the order dated 26 March 2008 relating to the obligation of

carrying, for aircraft search and rescue purposes, an emergency beacon operating on 406 MHz.

I REMINDER

The provisions of the order dated 24 July 1991 relating to the conditions of use of general aviation civil aircraft are also
applicable to all the civil aircraft, within the limits of the French Republic territory under the terms of Article 2 of the
Convention on International Civil Aviation, in particular the provisions of Chapter 2.11. Emergency beacon (ELT or
PLB).(*)

Therefore, for any aircraft flying in the French airspace, the following provisions are applicable, regardless of aircraft
nationality:

2.11.1 General

Carrying an emergency beacon (ELT or PLB(**)) is mandatory within the conditions provided in Paragraphs 2.11.2 et
seq., for any aeroplane and helicopter, except for CNRAs, CDNRs, CNRACs, CNSKs and ULMs(***), as well as air-
craft flying within aerodrome traffic.

2.11.2 Aeroplanes and helicopters other than those specified in 2.11.3

2.11.2.1 From 1st January 2009, all aeroplanes and helicopters shall be equipped with at least one ELT of any type, or failing
that, one PLB with built-in GNSS receiver, that received a COSPAS/SARSAT type approval number, except for series
700 of Cospas-Sarsat numbers identifying the special-use beacons not meeting all the technical requirements and all
the tests specified by Cospas-Sarsat.

2.11.2.2 Any beacon requiring manual activation (ELT/S or PLB) shall be stored so as to be easily and quickly accessible.

2.11.2.3 All aeroplanes and helicopters for which the individual certificate of airworthiness is first issued after 1st July 2008
shall be equipped with at least one automatic ELT.

2.11.3 Helicopters used within the frame of a specific activity or flying over inhospitable regions

From 1st January 2009, all helicopters operated within the frame of a specific activity (“activité particulière”) as defined
in 3.1.1 or flying over areas where search and rescue operations would be particularly difficult shall be equipped with
at least one automatic ELT (ELT(A)).

2.11.4 Additional provisions for helicopters operated on extended flights over water

From 1st July 2008 for helicopters for which the individual certificate of airworthiness is first issued after 1st July 2008
and from 1st January 2009 for others, all helicopters shall additionally be equipped with one ELT(S) in a raft or life
jacket when operated on flights over water at a distance from land of more than 5 nautical miles (9 kilometers) in the
case of helicopters operated in performance class 3 or 50 nautical miles (92 kilometers) in the case of helicopters
operated in performance class 1 or 2.

2.11.5 Frequency, coding and registration

Any emergency beacon (ELT or PLB) shall be capable of transmitting simultaneously on the following frequencies:
121.5 MHz and 406 MHz, be coded (according to ICAO Annex 10 for ELTs) and be registered from the national author-
ity in charge of initiating the search and rescue operations or from any designated authority.

[…]
4.1.5.2 The Captain shall make sure that the passengers have received in due time the required information about:
[…] (f) when applicable, when the aircraft is not equipped with an automatic ELT, the location and use of the emergency

beacon (survival type ELT or PLB).
If this information is supplied with maps, they shall correspond to the model of aircraft used.”
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II (RECOMMENDATION) - Automatic ELT for aeroplanes and helicopters

The DGAC (French Civil Aviation General Directorate) advises the operators(****) likely to use the airspace in which
it is in charge of the SAR missions, that they should equip their aircraft with automatic ELTs transmitting simultane-
ously on the following frequencies: 121.5 MHz and 406 MHz, in order to ease the search and rescue operations. This
type of equipment, as well as an appropriate choice of its location(1) in the aircraft, will ensure the greatest chance of
ELT activation in the event of an accident and the best probabilities to be able to get access quickly to the wreckage
and rescue the aircraft occupants who might have survived the accident.
(1)  As noted in ICAO Annex 6: “Placement of transmitter units is a vital factor in ensuring optimal crash and fire pro-

tection. The placement of the control and switching devices (activation monitors) of automatic fixed ELTs and their
associated operational procedures will also take into consideration the need for rapid detection of inadvertent acti-
vation and convenient manual switching by crew members.”

III (RECOMMENDATION) - ELT or PLB for gliders, restricted certificate aircraft and ULMs

In order to ease the search and rescue operations for gliders, restricted certificate aircraft (CNRA, CDNR, CNRAC,
CNSK) and ULMs(***), carrying at least one ELT of any type (or failing that, one PLB with built-in GNSS receiver, that
received a COSPAS/SARSAT type approval number, except for series 700 of Cospas-Sarsat numbers identifying the
special-use beacons not meeting all the technical requirements and all the tests specified by Cospas-Sarsat), trans-
mitting simultaneously on the following frequencies: 121.5 MHz and 406 MHz, is recommended to fly in the French air-
space.
The emergency beacons (ELT or PLB) that are capable of transmitting on 406 MHz shall be coded (according to ICAO
Annex 10 for ELTs)  and be registered from the national authority in charge of initiating the search and rescue opera-
tions or from any designated authority. For French operators(****), the conditions of coding and registration of the
emergency beacons (ELT or PLB) will be detailed by instruction of the French Minister for Civil Aviation.
Note: As ULMs are not certified, the accelerations, in particular when landing, are not necessarily compatible with the
ELT(A) activation characteristics. Therefore, on some ULMs, the operation of an automatic activation ELT (ELT(A))
cannot be guaranteed.

________________________
(*) These new provisions have been introduced by order dated 26 March 2008 relating to the obligation of carrying, for aircraft

search and rescue purposes, an emergency beacon operating on 406 MHz (JORF no. 0079 dated 3 April 2008 page 5612).
(**) A PLB (Personal Location Beacon) is an emergency beacon other than an ELT, standalone and portable, activated manually

by the survivors.
(***) The abbreviations ‘CNRA, CDNR, CNRAC, CNSK and ULM’ define aircraft having respectively a “certificat de navigabilité

restreint d’aéronef” (CNRA - Restricted airworthiness certificate for amateur-built aircraft), a “certificat de navigabilité res-
treint d’aéronef sans responsable de navigabilité” (CDNR - Restricted airworthiness certificate with no type certificate hol-
der), a “certificat de navigabilité restreint d’aéronef de collection” (CNRAC - Restricted airworthiness certificate for vintage
aircraft), or a “certificat de navigabilité spécial d’aéronef en kit” (CNSK - Restricted airworthiness certificate for kit-built air-
craft), and micro-light motorized aircraft (ULM).

(****) An ‘operator’ is any person, authority or company operating or proposing to operate one or several aircraft (order date 24
July 1991).
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